
 

 
 

Handheld tech transforms learning for 
those in custody 

Study aims to help inmates build competencies and reduce recidivism 
 
Researchers in the Werklund School of Education are finalizing an agreement with 
Correctional Service Canada to provide inmates with learning opportunities that will equip 
them for life after incarceration. 
 
The project, headed up by postdoctoral associate Dr. Christina White Prosser, will pilot the 
use of scanning pen assistive educational technology to better understand how instructors 
and students can use these devices to enhance literacy learning within Canadian correctional 
facilities. 
 
The model pen employed in the study — the ReaderPen Secure — was developed by 
Scanning Pens Corporation for secure environments and has recently been approved for use 
in Canadian correctional institutions. 
 
The handheld units do not require an internet connection to function and do not store 
information, which reduces security concerns and allows them to be used in all areas of a 
detention centre. 
 

Though White Prosser is working with minimum security students, a history of addiction, 
abuse and trauma as well as learning disabilities, including dyslexia, Asperger’s Syndrome, 
autism spectrum disorder and attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder, are common among 
this contingent. 
 

‘While we only have 5-10% of neurodiversity and learning disabilities in Canada,  
over 40% of the populations inside schools in correctional centres  

have learning disabilities or are neurodiverse.’ 

Despite the level of complexity these challenges pose, education can have a significant 
impact on the futures of inmates. Previous studies have found that incarcerated students 
who participated in educational programs were 43 per cent less likely to reoffend than those 
who did not. 
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